








ST. JOHN'S"2.3' MARTINS 1.3

t Corrigan;: Park. in the junfor
tball ‘¢ lgm‘;lp 8t: John's
%, ted Martins ib£: 2..5«!'..

Ar WARS & very interésting’ game
and Mx)dth .teams ‘played’ some
att ye. football. :

On''the. whole Martins put up a
.8§00d shbw butfound the ‘more ex-
perionced St.. John's "side hard to
overeome. -
_St, John's scorere were J Ralney
:(1):?)).’-'.1 Feeny (1-0), S McCann

Martins . gcorers were T Bateson
(l-l‘i; D Bateson, P “Kelly “(0-1
‘each). !




Irish News

Junior Football
Championship March 1969

St John’s 2-3 Martins 1.3

At Corrigan Park in the junior football championship St John’s defeated Martins by a goal.
It was a very interesting game and both teams played some attractive football.
On the whole Martins put in a good show but found the more experienced St John’s side hard to
overcome.

St John’s scorers were J Rainey (1-2), J Feeney (1-0), S McCann (0-1)

Martin’s scorers were T Bateson (1-1) D Bateson, P Kelly (0-1) each
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Antrim c’ship draws
| ‘The draw for the Antrim senlor
football champlonship was made
uing the week at a county meet-
Ing. Sixteen teams were entered

and. the first round games are on,
Sunday, April 27.: 3
Pairings include an unusual

clash between champions Pearses
and last year’s junlor title winners,

Moneyglass,
St. Mary's, Rasharkin, whose six

on May 1, were granted a four day

game against a South Antrim

| The U-21 champlonship attracted
) the largest entry yet — 27 which

selection.

month closure of their ground ends!

reprieve to allow them their home |’

| rovided 11 first round games aml‘

@ VRN W e

FIATa ey

Kickhams (venue to be arranged):;
: hn's. v Eire Og, Sarsfields v
i : . A, Sel;
‘| Cargin v Davitts;” Ahoghill v Lamh

&

ye byes. Champions St. Malachy's
meet  Ardoyne in their opening
defence. )

The senior pairings: Glenravel v

Dhearg; Rossa v “Ardoyne and
Pearses v Moneyglass.

The U-21 draw: Ardoyne v St.
Malachy's (winner v St. Teresa’s);
Rossa v Eire Og (v Casements);
Pearses Vv Glenravel (Dunloy);

O'Donnells v Cargin (Sarsfields),
‘Gael Uladh v Lisburn (3St, Gall's);
‘Ahoghill v St. Agnes'; St. Paul's v
Tamh Dhearg; Kickhams v St
Colomba's; St. John's v Dwyers;
Tir-no-nOg v Hopes; St. Ergnat’s v
_Rulrurk n.
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Senior Football Championship 1969
First Round

St John’s 3-11  Eire Og 1-3
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% SEAN BURNS PAVED
ney L
e .
hat s
u"ly " 5
. THE WAY FOR ST
1ce . : - °
; DAL : FhR ; G y AFWRAAS Gl
JOHN’S VICTORY St. John's scorers — A McGlone
in- . 3 : . ' Wi }l ’
2 ' 1-2), S Burns (0-5), P ams
oo ST. JOHN’S 3—9 BALLYCRAN 1—7 ' . C 11 i
=2 Cmssmwﬂwnynﬁeﬁs. Yesterday at Casement (1.1’ P G&ll.gher (1.0)0 iJ Mc a !‘
ns| * Park long-serving Antrim and Ulster hurier Sean Burns L
ot | stood head-and-shoulders above the other players- involved in )
or | this belated Antrim 1968 senior league game. ( 0-1 "
14 Tha. red haired midfielder paved : : F B Arthu r
| Sohantt 0. it it win o e Ballyeran scorers —
st| mentor Davv Bell reaped consola- HURLING
| fonaion B deten. Feswotal T ). S Fitzgerald
a Rallway Cup p‘llfyoer, made an ) 1.0) ‘l‘on ™ LS
Tha. game and_a"mute entry into Droupaat ek e terssting v C 'on
8 as
k dash by the $2-yearold lorry- 3 ! s
e i S ok o S0 Mackinlls Colpe S | K Bell, B Gilmore and P Con
dy Willlams gave Down. high Tience ‘of Frank Gilmore, John \ ’
horu that Hugo will be able to ﬁulon and George Gilmore who
fleld in the county's vital National | came into the game In the second
League semi-final in two week's | haif. . . . . - &~
time. St. John's ucor?&)—PA ‘B‘l;?ncllonc ’ (&l eaCh) . . ® .
- o ams .
M:mnt:; STOOD I}'l-m Tmifhl‘ o %;E PSGE,‘{{E?," (-0), E McCallin ’ e a rn’
er the game Hugo, w S1(0-1). ’ M Gl
Igh! ! g 'S —
T I S St., John's—Tony Clxione, \
stood up well and I'm confident of | X Bell, B Gilmore and P Conlon . .
belng" able to. plav  in_ the _semi-| (0.1 each). - - - - ) ran a a n
final. St. John's—Tony McGlone. Harfy ar n P c ’
n.‘:“go'!:ne:n‘;i ‘eh'"%’;:"tl;:;g“‘;’;:‘s Tralner, Martin  McGranaghan, J r‘ n e r ’
féel & little stitf on his injureq | Ry Gallagher, Billy Johnston,

. g ' : n
Joint this morning, but intends to Serry Mallon, Brian Siney ;i Hen !

. n
recelve intensive treatment for his g:g\,:n:"hdﬂci’(lg G}{ﬁ:?)],?r ;.:drm: nrv 'ul whe ’ y
:::p:cto;lt ligament  trouble over McCallin; Pat  Gallagher, Paday o

WO weeky, Williams and Dick Looby. . v se n
lnlﬂlteipscﬁ:nzmg" ﬂfoh:;;';::; Sub—Eamonn Grieve for Rainey. ’ ‘ ‘ lon B r m : n e) : .
-| make history in their first league|  Ba&llycran — ng.\jl a ggrd:p- . r '
.| decider. Had he been in action for | Maurice Gilmore. Davld Gilmore, S
the full hour yesterday St. John's | Cathal Bell: Jim Hughes, Frank
might not have had it %0 easy. [n| Gilmore, Brian Gilmore; Eamonn m 5
the early minutes of the game botl, | Gllmore and Boenny Gordon: John urn B .
sets of players committed a variaety | Mallon, éhurlce Caughey. Peter
of errors, Conlon; Brendan Arthurs, Seamus r e
At this early stage of tno reason | Fitzgerald and Kevin Bell. I e ' ‘ ‘ 4 "
this is understandable. Ballycron| Subs — George Gllmore for ¢ c ’
ked the better team in the earty | Bell; H O'Prev for Conlon,. ¥
fnutes due to their catching and Reforee — Pat McIlvenney (Sars- »
crisper striking. After 15 minutes| flelds). ° P‘t M ‘ A .
the Ards side, John Mallon ‘ ’
and Peter Conlon, went into a five- 2 -
two lead and then the roof fell in French Classic ®
on theas ‘ “ i ms an c .
SET. THE SEAL hope beaten ‘ . V
Artle MoGlone home u v » a e
goal  for ' the Joknnies twelve S t r‘ e n y 2
ninates ‘from the {ntervel and u
lster Paddy Willems and Pat French classic hope Yelapa |- -
Gallagher “set the geal on both| was beaten into second place by a

™ _ M T
points with’ two .rutgnn. head in the one mile Prix De I OV e -

“8t. John's led by to 05 at{ Fontainebleau at Longchamp yes- L. an - - -

half “time and had: added on a| ter Y.

further aix points before Ballycran
g&ined- consolation- Yelapa and the winner, Le Mas

3.:““,, Arthurs and ;&Jo;; Maryent, fought & neck-and-neck
?"hﬂul and Seamus Witzgerald| DAattls over the last two furlongs
' before: the end. o after drawing clear of the rest
| Best for the Corrigan Parx team| ©f the field in the straight.

were Tony MoGlons, John- Kebah, another French entry
e o Buren, Faaay Wavlom, | rorame oamios ood enh entey




| ST. JOHN'S. 1, PEARSES 14

Théere was ‘a2 small crowd at
Corrigan Park for this attractive
fixture between Ilast year's’ ¢ham-
gtot,ubip finglists, St. John's and

earses. .

In their last encounter at Case-
ment Pearses came out.on top but
this time it was St. John's 'turn to
collect the spoils, The first half was
very much St. John's who led at the
interval by 1.5 to 0-1. ’

‘However on the .reastart Pearses
seemed to get new life and attacked
for most of the second half. Had it
not been for the sterling defensive
work ‘of John Gough, ' Buns
and Mickey Gallagher it could ‘very
well have spelled disaster for St.
John's, - ' .

Led by Martin Greene and Pat
O'Hars, the St: John’s defence had
to- be at its best to prevent their
opponents from scoring.. ;
| No.doubt had the Pearses played
‘a8 well in the first as they did in
the second they could have made
the result closer and perhaps won.
" St. John's had their stars in the
attack in  Andy McCallin, Gerry
McCann and Gerry McRory. s

The first two were in brillian

form and the losers defence found

it impossible to contain them.
- McCallin had a great goal and
McCann excellent points. .

In defence for Pearses Aldan
O'Prey had a great hour at full
back and brought off a number of
spectacular catches and class

earances, -

Jimmy O'Rellly was a great
prompter while Martin Greene had
all his side’'s scores.

Scorers for St. John's — A
McCallin (1-8), G McRory (04), G
McRory (0-1).

Pearses scores came from M
Greene (14).

20.04.1969 Irish News
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Gilmour and M, Gilmour tu-s 2oty
g’i(l)!RoTAFEBRY 3-17. ST. JOH.\.{\...“:
An avalanche of scores ‘l?x'n
Portaferry buried St. John's mt e
Div. 1 clash, The city side ju: !\‘n'
not count against the !orccl.u md.z‘
time hurling of the Co. Down . A2,
Paud Braniff and Brian .P.a oH
axcelled for the Portaferry '\“r;i.;
while Sean Burns and e
MeGlone weve besat for the o
side, et
e seored throueh
Fapllonr;:ronjt.‘.-’.!\.“ 1. Branifl
VeNoelll, A. Fallona (0-3 oa’ch\.
Coleman (0-2), E. .Fallona (1-4). 2
gt. John's replied through |

13
‘.
A

| Mallon and A, VeGlone (1-0 each)

and S. Burns (0-2).

rew wma’ aT YL N1
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OHN’S OUST CREGGAN 26.05.1969 Irish News
- HUDSON WINS |
|- ALL IRELAND
S TIELE -

Liand ftve points from a livewire St. John's forwari- :~‘.|\|}:L:l‘lfrl;::":h““ SR

y daring the: third-quarter of this second round senlor T e
{6uiNIp tle was enough to bring the legendary [ 1K sko wh
‘mrt&w semi-final. S i
'to
e

T Y EA .
L acoting . apreetapart however 2 Despite” a v

h

o | (TSIST TE SN TOLERC PR B
v othe Deiey Lamavady |

|
. 3 & : Hudson =till ‘mana |
y Were ,fm“l ‘:,_“:;::"l“ m;\:{mx?ge 1n“xh§ middie gl ll\ccﬂ\‘hl :\hc how™ heati i
lally in the opening half ‘_"; while unry_. cCann, A '.\.lc .a!lnt .ly}\uu\.:\- of Bann Wheelers by |
::; M{ - :MP l“lm id had g:_:(‘ ?L"m'i.\‘u?‘"““”"“‘ 'u‘rcl the [ minute six seconds i
ey, made their last ditch offort 10| Des McAteer had a fine game
Inutes before they did then they |the Creggan goals as also  had |
uld have been flling*that semi-|defenders Brendan Tatten ‘and|and took the bhron
ial_spot. ? L Cahil McAteer. The forwards. were | Pat MeGibbon of L
Points from. Joe Johnson, Kevin{much too Iacadnisical in thoeir o ~
>ung and Mickey Coogan soon|approach and onfy 16 - year - oll}arage
ter the start put the home side| Kevin Young and Joe Johnson did 1?
a very happy spot. L anything of exceptional merit. S
L. John's  during. this period| The St. John's scoves came from pyYPTUs Lo ¢
ald only offer token resistence’| A MeCaliin (0:5), D J MeGrogan LM Restet.
\d even at this stage many of the | (1-0). G McCann (0-2), are riding in the
de looked leg weary. The task| Creggan replied through P Touen
saving their hide was left to|(1-0). J Johnson. K Young. M
Jng Andy MeCallin who notched | Coogan. B Totren (0-1 each) 1pelVis Hudae
couple of points just before the T L R “;'.'4"",“\? Bevon
terval, e fheeics

Vell-taken INEW LOOK = |horduiian R
)oint e d RAS e Cyprus (Hudson, 3

A zllmpaohor \ghnt \h;:s 0 come <) S
‘as seen when- Gerry McCann put = S ‘.
1e Johnnies back into the fight TAILTEANN ¢
rith & well-taken point. = Andy A - Tour-of-Brita 4
feCallin followed up with a couple 27 seconds by
yore and only now, after 40 e Po!
ainutes of play was the St. John's
1achine beginning to click. Finding
heir men to perfection they were
ow giving, the Creggan defence
trying time of it.

Gerry  McCann had another
ohn’s point and from a free Andy

Ballymoney . exelist  Thompss
Hunter, who has been working
England, came dver for the tove

medat, while
whe w

in_second position At the huifawan |
A fourth

1 W Hudsgon « (Uypins

L

A new look Ras
18 emer
tans of wuieh nave
‘Towns never pre s
St | Stage-ends plus the ciimination of
time U and round-the-houses
geCallin put them four ahead. sections  will  generate  new  ene
In the 50th minute came the thusium along the 516 miles of
core which clinched this game, A | Foads through 22 counties
1igh ball dropped into the Creggan e iz a stem
roalmouth and a defender, in his cege over
wtempts to cateh the ball, allowed | 51-7T1-83-9/-111 followed by
L to bounce off his chest. This short stage. Cahirciveen
ifortunate mistake proved more Kinsale is a marathon 128 miles
‘ortunate for Din Joe McGrogan|made even more difficult by fact
who collected the rebound and gave the road traverses (wo  severe
voung Des .\lu\lce{‘ no chance with l\;‘uxlnlnln clin;gso(gl-:xm A“(‘histc and -
his right footed shot. the tortuous unnell Road be- 4 oy = .
tween Kenmare and Gengarit), £ Hh m mlnm

W

Creggan sigm Juneizaze SALh (Clingh:
1 gheda - Dunleer -
fight back CasieSeingnam © Dineatk — 5| Leqm to play

Ceim 2, June 28: Dundalk-

When it all seemed over [OT|cullovill astleblaynrey - Ballybay - I)ou_'”
Kickhama, surprisingly enough they | Nowhiiss - Clones-Belturbet - Bally -
came back again with a great chal-) o nnajlBallinamore — 71 miles. Ny
lenge. Changes in the forward line) " "Cojm 8, June ?29: Ballinamore: —_—
appeared to have made it moOre}penagh-Carrick-on-Shannon-Boyle -
fluent when Brendan Totten had | Cofigoney-Bailysodare-Baliina — 83
point. miles.

From one of the fow movements| ™ Ceim 4, June 30: Ballina-Castle-
to remember from this game came |yo  gBajlinrobe-Galway - Oranniore-
the Creggan goal. A wonderful| wiosigan-Gort — 97 miles.
piece of team work involving Kevin| “Cejm 5, July 1: Gort-Ennis-
and Mickey Young saw them WOTK | 1 inierick - Newcastlewesy - Abb
the bali into the St. John's goallciaje - Castleisland - Farranfore -
arca. Mickey Young c¢rew his manimeajon . 111 miles
expertly and then punched the balll * Cejm 6, July 2. Tralee-Castle- :X\!
to veteran Patsy Totten who had|, qine illorglin-Glenbeigh - Cahir- Aidan Thorabury
no one to beat but the goalkeeper.| o o 42 miles l““_w“. »\‘

f Certainly it wl's ‘! n"'é gorl b:‘; Celm 7, July 8$: Cahirciveen- A '1”“:“ (Glenavy):
d‘"“'e_ (hllr “’°' ate T‘ roggan Py Waterville-Sneem-Kenmare - Glen -| Grant (St Columba’s), Noel B
0 '“"'\ ““‘ °hl“°‘n a second | oo riff-Bantry - Drimoleague - Dun-land Frank McConnaghie (b
ro'\‘)‘nd & AT%\OP, HLGALY ¢ mannaway-Bandon-Kinsale - 128 | Patrick’'s. Aghagallon)
his'i f;M‘nldl&wfar ';’ﬁh"_';:; miles, Subs—Eamonn Bawn (Glenav
it O ook Ceim 8 July ¢ Kinsale-Cork-|Sean McClean (D 1
ence made far too many mistakes.|\(iijjoton - Youshal - Dungarvan -| MeGuekian (Cargind
Ny Gal

Martiy
(hoth  Rossa
(Ardovae), J
Danny Mag
lagher (St
arting):
cesn), Terry S

=

0
tiel

Whntarford — 100 miles. (St Tall's) by
Best Celm 9. Julv 5:  Waterford-| (Mitchels, )
Nowross - Wexford - Ennfscorthy-| Higrins
forwards Bunelodv-Ballon-Carlow - 88 m Taggart (S

Celm 10, Jolv R Carlow - Cast Lavery (Randalsiown),
Midfielders Mickey Gallagher and dermot-Kilcullen-Naas-Dublin — 30} (St }f.uﬂ <. Jimo M r i
John  Maguire were seen  to miles. Tereaa's). Wevin Young (UreRed

o A N AN L A



Once Uuy xoL out
) never Jooked back

s

‘;com.pleu mid-

he perad sof
s

irmutations mm “by. the St.
E& ?r Andy McCallin,
ed Yo curd, the Loughgiel paiy
| any way M thoy never were
(ha e with any real chance
they ald ptovlda some-
unx a second half fight-back.

The St. John'l defence also looked
ither ‘suspect and the wing half
Ickl In paﬂloullr were lnchned

two vcluublc polnu

' for. husling + hono!

, JOHEN'S ... ... 21 {McKearney had.a tre
l(or the Paddlos as a

footballer Jimm; “

le Gl
The Watel t sl

be wondering what 1

e —— such a nnc.ope:‘t'ng
8. O'Nelll, P, J and D8N withiihe e
B. McCawghey 0-1 each). ; Cahal _McNaughton,

DUNLOY 6-§ CUSHENDALL 2.1 219, Geordie ‘Wheel
The ~Cushendall reserve side yjoir efforts were in
m oven less = match for | Sarsield’s se
oy than their senlor com- |\ S by
bination and were well and truly | NCEEY §
beaten In this Senior Reserve ‘ 15‘:1“{‘,“ Y oxog
league engagement. an AL lied
Dunloy went into an early lead TR RS
and never looked back which left M B A12).
Cushendall fignting  an  uphit (11, &. Black an
battle all the way. Cushendall: (01 each).
nll,ycd ‘very hard but never looked ;1 oUGHGIEL

'H both d!;h only fielding skeleton sides, in this Antrim McCorry and..
senior loague game, the pace never looked like warming Others to t

ores |
3, 1

uch 80 w work in. Only
ugene Gallagher came out of this
)putment with full marks for his
ead type of hurling.
GOALIE UNCERTAIN
'rha goalkeeper, Tony McGlone,
, was far from sound and gave
\l slden supporters many anxious
mmonu.
The rwards  cannot  be
lamed {or their performance as
'w times, eapeclally in the first
aM, ball in their territory.
2 the second half they showed
weh  more gusto, { always
sund themselves dz.uylng those
ital seconds.
The Shamrooks took command
{ this game right from the
e(lmi and it was obvlous tha!
hedr first-time tactics were going
opay off. At the end of the first
uarter they were 2-1 to no score
/head and frankly it had been no
ontest so, far. T the

-

the more capa
DUTISY tRRlE: PRDIC ST, JOMN'S 5
Best for the winnérs were Endal A goal in ﬂsc «
McCamphill, P. J. Kearns, Sean; of this Senior R
McLean and John Magee. | from St. John's
ose to catch the cye on the gave the Belfast sic
Cushendall team were Paddy ample revenge for
Burns, Sean Jameson, Charley defeat in the Senlo
Delargy and Martin Delargy. | st. John's took et
The Dunloy scores came from A. in the game and w
(2-0), S. McLean and S. goals ahead at the i
Enm (1-1 each), P. Brogan (1-0). 0.5, Generally the
P, Kearns and K. Robb (0-1 each). poor but there wa
'C. Delargy and K, Dempsey about who the supe:
(1-0 each) and J. Janieson 10-1) Loughgiel pulled t
repll into the game in t
SARSFIELDS 3-7, R
3 their way to the
GLENARIFFE 2.5 Oan u\lnuus ram
What promised to be quite # came St. Johs's an(
meeting In this Senior league her of near miss
game at Corri Park turned |Gilroy got the scor
out a bit of a disappointment as |4 the difference.
the Glensmen complefely folded Stars in this St.
up in the second balf. were the burly J
After a great start, hen they defence, left half
played fast delightful hurling they Giiroy and John Ja

emalnder of the half the pattern
ontinued with Loughgiel strength-
nipg their position by a further
hree points.

A P. J. OMullan goal just five
ninutes after the interval was the
tcore which really set the seal on
the game. Although' St. Johu's
1id hit back and Brnudan MeGurk
nad & goal from far out. ther still
appeared Fttle danger to the
juicker moving and faster think-
Ing Loughgiel team.

LOSERS TIRING

Seamus Gallagher five minutes
later followed up with another
oal from far out but even after
his score it becamo more evident
that the Johnnies were tiring fast.
While their marking had been
poor in the opening half it became
even more ragged and the Lough-
glel players were allowed to
trespass in areas where they
normally would not have dared.

The final score of the game came
at the end of the third quarter
when Brendan McGurk had a point
direct from a ‘70' and from here

on in both sides began to canter.

St, John's did make the occasional
rald but frankly they never looked

gerou

“.ik'“‘” ot ute o & 1o the| .
goalkeeper tle to n the

e bt two saves he mado | [(ILKENNY Stephens made their first
in the second helped to encourage

ﬂrlt h
hix defente,

half back Padd;
didn’t know what had hit them in un{uc'“ talf \‘m

the first half and must have been McGarry \\cv,. 1
wondering at the interval when Shamiocks player:
they tratled 0-2 to 1-5 what they| P, J. o\hxl‘ noa
hl’:id to do to curb the Glenariffe hou;md were other
slde.

The answer they found simple. l
Playing  great ~hurling  they,
brushed aside the Glenariffe d
fence and began taking th
scores. Soon they had pulled them
selves up with the North Antrin 2
side and gradually pushed the \hc‘mn \0 3) ar
way to the forefront 1¢0-1),

Kilkenny hurli
club too goo

for Antrim

STEPHENS (Kilkenny) 4-8, ANTRI}

successful one when they had little trouble

Young Paddy McCloskey had a|for & half-hearted Antrim team.

good game at right back while uite & number of the A —
Tony Conaelly was the haif back te?m nad payed s:\ : ..Rf. g'::;'r“

|star, Dan Glilen an& Aldan Con- |time before and lpplrenu’y had lost| the other. On tr

nelly lorded midfield while Barney | their “appetite for
Campbe

must now be rau

il Seamus McMullan and Na!hlng was “Md 1 thig | Propect for this
Tom McFadden were always r;nlleh that has znm hunm:;rua; #hip. ’

troublesome forwards.

nown about the Antrim team, but | Against this R¢

'rhe lm!‘hglsl scoreg came from g:rlun it might be of a littie | the Ballycastle sic

8. P, J. O'Mullan and J.

nefit if the piayers would learn | unawer and insy

can be obtained wthout using any [ Iift to0 much and

Hecullou(h (1-0 each), T. McFad- from the Kilkenny lads that scores | the winners patt
pbd .

1 and

Oom\l, oh( 1- mhl(
\.3obn'a
)lcaurk (1-1) tnd s, N‘

(10); iy

great amount of energy. their hands.
Highlight from the Antrim point

of VEW was the midficld yl.rlo( GOOD A

Ennis Bncx This was as good a| At half time 1

ong could ot ;ood a2 over for

03.06.1969 Irish News




LR Bt

LOUGHGIEL ....... e =3
ST JOMN'E 5—8

A goal in the dying scconds
of this Senior Reserve tussio
from St. John's Gerry Gilroy
gave the Belfast side vietory aud
amplo revenge for their carlice
defeat in the Scnlor league.

St. John's took contrel ecarly on
in the game and were four cieay
goals ahead at the interval: 45 to
0-5. Generally the hurling was
poor.but there was no  question
about who the superior team were,

Loughgiel pulled themselves back

— i —

into the game in the =econd half

and after & heetic battle forged
their way to the forefront with
only minutes, ramaining. Back
came St. John's aad after a num-
ber of near misses, bir Gerry
| Gilroy got the score which made
all the difference,

Stars 'in this St. John's victory
were the burly John Gough in
dafence. left half forward uGerry
Giiroy and John Jamweson, Centre
half back Paddy McCloskey and
centre  Dialf forward Gerard
MceGarry  were the outstanding
Shamiocks players,

P. J. O'Mulian and Barry Mu!l-
holland were others to cawch the
ey,
| St, Johu's scores eame from G,
{ Gilroy  12-2), B. Kelly (2-0y, I,
Eakin (1-2) and J, Jameson (Q-2),
i Loughgiel’'s total came {ram 1.
‘Mulholland 2-2). I, McCullough
(1-1), D, MceDhatten  (1-0M, G,
McGariry (0:3) and H. Connelly
1 (0-1).
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03.08.1969
ST. JOHN’S REACH
ANTRIM
S.H.C SEMI.FINAL

ST JOHN’S 2-8 SARSFIELDS 2-3

St. John’s reached the semi-final of the Antrim senior hurling championship by
overcoming Sarsfield’s by five points. It wasn’t a great game, but while St. John’s never
looked over impressive, they never at any time looked like being beaten.

Sarsfield’s had far too many weak spots and an attack that could make little
headway against the St. John’s defence.

While St. John’s won rather easy they will need to improve if they expect to go
any further in the competition.

Early on Sarsfield’s went in front but could not maintain their superiority and at
half time St. John’s had a lead of four points.
For most of the second half St. John’s attacked but again “faulty shooting™ kept their
score down.

Towards the end Sarsfield’s made a few attacks but their forwards were poor
and failed to profit from many of the chances presented to them.




All through the game the St John’s goalkeeper Len Vernon played a powerful game bringing
off excellent saves. Their defence was solid with Harry Gallagher and Ernie McMullan most
prominent.

TRAINOR MATCHWINNER
However, St. John’s match winner was centre-half Harry Trainor. All through he
was extremely sound and kept the Sarsfield’s attack well subdued. Jim McNally who came
on for Eugene Gallagher produced some fine defence work and clever attacking play.

In attack Andy McCallin was the winners most effective forward and his neat touches on

many occasions completely took the Sarsfield’s defence by surprise. He put his work to good
effect by collecting four fine points.




Sarsfield’s were rather disappointing. Goalkeeper Brendan Brackin brought off some fine saves
but generally the defence was never too sound.

At times Mickey McKearney at midfield got through some fine hurling and was certainly their
most accomplished player. In attack Jimmy Ward tried hard but got little support.

Scorers for St. John’s — A. McCallin (0.4), M. Gallagher (1.2), A. McGlone
(1.0), O. Campbell (0.2).

Sarsfield’s — M. Kearney (1.1), S. McGuinness (1.0), B. Whinnery, J. Ward (0.1 each)
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ST. JOHN’S LED
'FROM START
TO FINISH

ST. JOHN'S 4-4, CUSHENDUN 2-2

St, John's shot two early goals at
Whitehill Park yesterday which
helped them to collect both Antrim
senior hurling league points from
' ‘a scrappy game,

They maintained their lead from
start to finish although Cushendun
pulled back the leéeway to a point
at the interval (2-0 to 1-2). :

After the restart the North
Antrim side, " chasing their Arst
points in the league, tried despei-|
ately to come to terms but missed
thelr chances. As the game pro-
gressed St. John's proved too
strong and ran out comfortable
winners. Stars on the side were
Artie McGlone at half back; Sean;
Burns at centrefleld. and Gerry
Mallon in the attack,

Terry O'Hara and Mick O'Nelll
were the pick of the Emmet's de-
fence with Liam_ Conve pro-
minent at midfield and rgeamua
McNeill up front. :

n's scorers — Pat Gallag-
her (2-0), G. Mallon (1-1, Seamus

Gallagher (1-0), A. McGlone (02)
and 8, Burns (0-1).
scorer H

cNe
©(1-1), M. O'Neill (1-0) and Seamus
(Graham (0-1). «
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05.10.1969

St Johns 4-8 Rossa 2-5

St John’s advanced to the next round of the South Antrim Junior Hurling
Championship with the Corrigan Park tie finishing in complete darkness.

St John’s scorers; J Jamison (1-4), B Kelly , M Wilkinson (1-0) , L Crawford 1.2
Rossa ; P McMahon (2-1) B McParland (0-3) M Doherty (0-1)
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- —-8ST. JOHN'S 1-11; ROSSA 04

The meeting of old rivals Rosass
and St. John's at Corrigan Fark
in this Beringer Cup gamc
turned out a bit of a disappoint.
ment as the home side won
casily.

The Rossa side disappointc
badly and never matched up to tr
akill of the Johnnies. The winne!
scores came from J. Ralney and |
Coogan (04 each), 8. Gallaghe
(1-0), J. Nelson, J. McGurk ar
S. Mallon (0-1 each).

The Rossa scores came ‘rom !¢
Meade (0-2), J. McDermott and !
Kennedy (0-1 ecach).



23.10.1969

StJohns 1-11 Rossa 0-4

The meeting of old rivals Rossa and St John’s at Corrigan Park in this Beringer Cup
game turned out a bit of a disappointment as the home side won easily.
The Rossa side disappointed badly and never matched up to the skill of the Johnnies.

The winners scores came from J Rainey and F Colgan (0-4 each) S Gallagher (1-0) J Nelson, J
McGurk and S Mallon (0-1)
The Rossa scores came from S Meade (0-2) ] McDermot and S Kennedy (0-1)




LOUGHGIEL AND B'‘CASTLE

. TO REACH
'ANTRIM FINAL

()VER the past six years the Antrim senior hur

been held in a vice-like grip by North An clubs,
chiefly by present champions Loughgiel and current league
form suggests that the pattern will remain unchanged. ;

e

e
e belated  semifinals take
PURT: on  Sunday and South
mm’s sole hope of success rests
team St. John's who last
laurels in 1963.

by Denis O'Hara

Johnnies have slipped from
lofty pedestal as top dual club
recent years but this scason they

brimming with confidence that

« can once again bring off a

e double In a few wepks
they clash with Sarsfleidg in
<enfor foothall semi-final 'but

meantime they are deter-

.4 to take care of hurling
1« Loughgiel whom they meet

-\ semi-final at Casement Park
¢ Sunday 4

‘). this crowd pulling affair the
- - have-- -switched former
. ‘keeper Tony McGlone back
_.avding ‘the. nets, It is some

now since the trainee teacher A

wen goalie but the Corrigan N

club consider thizs a wise

which should pay off against Seamus Richmond (Loughgiel)

“hamrocks.

®

3 ity team at the top. Last year
St Johll,S ;lo)m almost made it and looked

e the team most likely to bring back
confident

old glory to the Falls Road. But

- for some unaccountable reason

are very confident” was the |y oy “rorm deteriorated since tha
of elub  chairman  Andy | poqtic '68 final against Loughgiel

gicl in the league but it
v in our last game against
ndell that we were able to
at full strength. Throughout
sar we have been missing top
WaAvare involved with  county
nitments.”
“ling in the county needs|
kind of injection and it ls
sarded in Belfast that this can g
whieved if therc is a strong |

to try their luck.
- A g ying
Loughgiel h::a Dgn s

well all .m‘v

been
added .
we think that our

i s B BTN
yé;x when llg?.r:‘\#‘l e

tle has and after.a period-in. the doldryms

“We have already lost] gna i {s pow up to thelr rival club | gare

s

retain the crown. Loughgiel he
the honours list with 11 'llmes &!‘lg
the only team that can equal this
3! p(x‘:jmnl"i: Ballycastle who take
n enariff ‘at Lou 1 in
olhchscmj-ﬁnal. ghg!e hatne
St. John are trailng by five tit
but statistics like this nyre of lill&:
Interest to them at the moment.
" They. miss the top of -the poll spot

they are cager to clim
thsvrllls. * 2 bnc-k e
th Sean Burns.back to top fo
and Andy McCallin lxhprovmg wll—lnl:
eyory fame thyy have the ability to
pull ‘off a shock win,  Other top
players, wéll trained for the game
ars “infe  McMullan,  Brendan
.\‘Ic("urk. Artle McGlone and the
Gallaher  brother: Seamus,  Pat
Exgcno and Mick i
espite their confidence 1 5
take the champions to a(l\'::l\':‘c('
Their consistency has bordered the
amazing and with so many of the
team: well seasoned with county
experlence they look just a little
bit too solid for the Johnnies. Of
course there is one glimmer of
hope. revealsd from last year's
final—they are not lasting the pace

just a&s well although experience
has kept them in front. Added to
their al forward power are
playérs such as Arthur, Tony and |
Aidan Connolly. John Coyles, Neil|
| MeMullan, Gerard McGarry and
{Dan Gillan s

I, B’castle v.
| Glenariff
|

The Ballymena-Glenariff affair

> 'femurcsw.wo sides -who- have been

inconsistent to say the least. Yet
| both are well endowed with top-
class talent. Ballycastle's easy
eclipse of favourites Rossa in the
llasl. round must make them favour-
| ites.

ddie and Kevin Donpelly, Paddy
land Scamus McShane have been
| impressive in county games and
! with other useful hurlers eager to
vegain the title — Des and Robbie
Elliott, John Harkin and Harry
¢ McKernan — they will be hard to
| beat and if they play up to stan-
dard they should reach yet another
the . Glenarifl

side
McMullan, Cathal McNaughton
lArlh\lr Rowan, and Aneas Black
Since that léo-mlnue epic againg
' Loughgiel in the final of two vean
i ago Glenariff have tried desperatel
i to vegair their form but with nc
* great success. R

Junior

Other , games on Sunday includ
|(he South A'nLrlA:n .junlor‘:é\rug;
final € _Ardoyn
1John‘nb?&g:%em %‘l with " th
1 winners .evntu;tl‘ly me.eu:g Arlr;x:

s Glp, Rolder

Y TOMI e Mokreave
O 0t ‘Keyin reave
o0 RIS and Jim MeCorr
Tach B s dn; the county;Junic
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BALLYCASTLE IN FINAL

,FOB the first time in seven seasons Lough giel Shunmdu will not contest the Antrim
unlor uﬂh;‘dumploglhb final, Aahoeknlttomddm by two points at the
at Ca Park in the I also p the North Antrim
! clnb M(n a nre fourth: successive titlo—a feat last achieved by Rossa.
4 On Sunday week at & North Antrim venue St. John' allnd the Castle were one again
» meet Ballycastle McQuillan's in the final. Ballycastle, after|"In the 35th minute Brendan
Glenaniff in tho other somt-final at Loughgiel, are| Siiett was on e SRS
Row i & positicn to ghaee top e spot held at present by :"":::'m':‘;'.,:;'“.m:::'.', ot
! Loughgiel who have fon eleven titles. St. John's last con- | Fiff point Z
I tested the final in 1065 when they defeated Loughgiel at
,'Wutorfoo(. and the year before that Ballycastle guined their \mn;' neliy
|/ Iadt win also aguinst Loughgiel, : I Wasn'C untl Uno mimices tipn
'u-r. JOHN'S 38, LOUGHGLEL A.u"—'—'“ CoswE ot ity

EAT I'OINYT .
ddte Donnelly n- cor-
ninga

<3

» forwant chalked up hie firat point.
€anius cMuilan polnting. Then | But when Il clmo l
rooa defensive work by Loughgiel | Just on
‘"“N Andy AMcCallin 1o noteh a Fulded o\n " nte hind. point which
left Glenariff only one hehind on
-H MeNaily and  Eugene A 22 to 11 interval scoraline.
t

St John's won this vtry Jnorll
they hlﬂ th l

tedly  repulsed
-hu had the ball
m nel -ﬂ whistle had
chances to pull lhv game oux Liam M.(‘-n\ canie on times + made

the fire. but instead of ukmx Loughgiel ¢ide and made
’nu they persiated in trylng for | r-trnuéc feit, anll‘d.l the End l
oals. {!0sers attacked constan!

St. | centrated on get uu Koak -nlmu h

an unylelding defence bteher  Canil MoNaughton -xn
Smrem for St. Joh's A McCal-/pulled  the  wool  over

a (14). S Burna (1-3), P. Gal | McQuillens ddandou and ¢

tagher um P. Gallagher (0-1) ‘hnmo Another topping goal

forgiveable blunders which

Ahleml\-v w
Dl bril

one  Gallag)
' Mallon .na Marty  MeGra
worked

in r'p'l"nl ©3, s mcnmo.}a
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| affective wncu Jlm \lc\nlly Repl den (01 each) i .2'.‘,‘;‘:.‘.;‘ :?'g::gxul'ﬂen:rm out
'Seamus Richmond on a tight rein |thelr verv confldent . atride
Artie McGlone and Harry Trainor|  BALLYCASTLE . ..

Mlth vointa from Allister Rowan
SLENARIFF | and Cahil McNaughton with onlv
S e Sight minutes o go they looked as
Anunc B.Ibunle lo~d.u if thew might make the final

he
e b HAD OTHER IDEAS

had Oh!

ideas and came h
A oman 19 mendous b\lﬂu' s i m,!:“
S point with five hectic minutes ic:
khen A Tour minates e was ik B.‘;“‘ Ballicasie men anly ons
2 . point :

oy through some solid " work as

The kll.u- ho!\(“\(fr

Glenarlff point from a free.
Supported by Reamus. Mickey and 1‘" m"‘"“" lmr Ray
P.&’nmnu along with Brendan Takin;

Loughgicl

remaining looked to have sealed t
laune bui Allister Rowan squar
the with a long range point.

V' most
nan,  he! dennitely on the cards and the fuil
ammered home another fine goa) Loughgic! Park could have had no
.gmuso sv entertaining was this

again in ews, ¢
buuutnllv detivered {hrough a0 thie AR08 rep
{. Harry Mol

umer dis-
casily

R oas
knocked off  the x and
allowed St Jnhnn to nt the puee.

M
Bul from nowhere came Paddy
Sk gy Sarstd 88| CELTIC PARK | |xShoh S5 6 R
lchulun u(uu umm.n & lot of | moat certainly will be remembered
work.  But keeper  Jol in lhl\nn & for many A das
2 rof the side. NEBULTS o Balivenle defence c:.:':.éuxr-
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functioned properly  with only B
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ST JOHN’S SHOCK ANTRIM HURLING CHAMPS TO MEET
BALLYCASTLE IN FINAL

For the first time in seven seasons Loughuile Shamrocks will not contest the Antrim senior
hurling championship final. A shock of the season defeat by two points at the hands of St John’s
at Casement Park in the semi-final also prevented the North Antrim club from a rare fourth
successive title- a feat last achieved by Rossa.

On Sunday week at a North Antrim venue St John’s meet Ballycastle McQullian’s in the final.
Ballycastle, after beating Glenariff in the other semi final at Loughuile, are now in the position to
share top title spot held at present by Loughuile who have won eleven titles. St John’s last
contested the final in 1965 when they defeated Loughuile at Waterfoot, and the year before
Ballycastle gained their last win also against Loughuile.

St John’s 3-8 Loughuile 1-12

St John’s won this very sporting game because they had the will and determination to succeed.
They fought for every ball and never allowed the Loughuile men to get into their stride. Yet in
the closing stages the champions had enough chances to pull the game out of the fire, but
instead of taking points they persisted in trying for goals.

Great defensive work by St John’s, plus brilliant goal keeping by Tony Mc Glone, saved the day
when all seemed lost. The full back line of Eugene Gallagher, Gerry Mallon and Martin
Mc Granaghan working like Trojans repelling Loughuile’s attacks.
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The half-back line was equally effective where Jim McNally kept Seamus Richmond on a
tight rein. Arty McGlone and Harry Trainor got through some solid work as well.

Sean burns at centre field started slowly but when he got moving the Loughuile Mid-field
never counted. In fact it was the brilliance and experience of Burns that turned the tide.

Tonic Goal

For the first twenty minutes it was all Loughuile as they led to 1-5 to 1-0. Then St John’s
were awarded a 21yard free which Sean Burns drove the ball low and hard at the net. This
goal gave John’s a new lease of life and from there on they dictated the trend of play.

In attack Andy McCallin gave a sparkling display and was well supported by Seamus, Mickey
and Pat Gallagher along with Brendan McGurk.

Loughuile were rather disappointing as they were too easily knocked of their game and
allowed St John’s to set the pace. Their defence was reasonably good and with Arthur
Connolly and Neil McMullan getting through a lot of work. But goalkeeper Johnny Coyles
was the star of the side.

The half back line could never get a grip on the game while the centre-field pair were well to
the fore until the end of the first half but from then on never gained control.
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On the whole the attack never functioned properly with only Brendan
McGarry, Seamus Richmond and Liam McGarry prominent.

Both teams attacked before Seamus McMullan with a point from a free in the
sixth Minute. St John’s attacked but Seamus Gallagher wided. Then at the other end
Gerry Mallon brought of a great save when a goal seemed certain.

From 70 yards Dan Gillen pointed and Loughuile were well in top Seamus
Richmond sending his side further ahead with a 10" minute goal. The lead was further
stretched by a J.P McFadden point.

St John’s came more into the game and against the run of play. Pat Gallagher
scored a goal but Seamus McMullan and Tom McFadden replied with points apiece.
Coyles brought off a number of good saves and then came Sean Burns goal which
swung the game in St John’s favour.

St Johns now had their tails up and started to hurl with determination. Andy
McCallin tormented the Loughuile defense before grabbing a point. Rank bad shooting
prevented them from getting further scores. Then Seamus Richmond had the miss of
the hour when from ten yards he let fly for Toy McGlone to bring of a spectacular save.
Then in the 29t minute Andy McCallin belted the ball to the net to put his side ahead
and with two more points St John’s led at the interval by 3-3 to 1-08.
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On the resumption Loughuile were soon into their stride with Seamus McMullan pointing.
Then good defensive work by Loughuile allowed Andy McCallin to notch a point.

Jim McNally and Eugene Gallagher repeatedly repulsed Loughuile who had the ball in the net
after the whistle had gone. Liam McGarry came onto the Loughuile side and made his
presence felt. Towards the end the losers attacked constantly but concentrated on getting
goals against an unyielding defence.

Scorers for St John’s were- A McCallin (1-4). S Burns (1-3), P Gallagher (1-0)
P Gallagher (0-1)

Loughuile Scorers were- S McMullan(0-5), S Richmond (1-1) L McGarry (0-2) L Gillen, J.P
McFadden, A.Connolly, T McFadden (0-1) each
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St John’s Swamp B’castle in Second Half
St John’s 3-8 Ballycastle 0-4

Complete superiority in the second half of this Antrim Senior Hurling Championship
final at wind-swept Loughuile yesterday brought the title to the Corrigan Park Club for
the seventh time. Before describing the play | must pay tribute to players and fans
braved the elements.

Considering the treacherous conditions the standard of hurling was extremely good. The
players spent quite an amount of time trying to stay on their feet on the ice-rink surface,
which effected Ballycastle’s chances as early as the second minute. Experienced half
forward Dessie Elliott was unable to stop himself from receiving a injury and was
sidelined until 12 minutes after the restart.

However this was not the basic reason for such a heavy defeat. St John’s lasted the pace
better and were a more balanced unit. For the first ten minutes the city team had things
their own way and went into a four point lead without reply form McQuillans. It could have
been more if not for the solid North Antrim half back line of Mick Loughrey, Paddy McShane
and James Brown. They held the johnnies attack on a tight rein while veteran Robbie Elliott
first timed everything they missed. Then in the 11t minute Ballycastle sparked into life are
their opening point from a free by Eddie Donnelly.
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Superb Hurling

They dominated the play until the interval, but had only 3 points to show for their herculean
efforts. Their hurling was superb yet a combination of wides plus stonewall defensive play from
St John’s keeper Tony McGlone and full back Gerry Mallon left their hard work unrewarded.

Ballycastle’s majority share of the play was deserving of a few more scores and had they put
their nose in front the second half may not have turned out so one sided. St John’s played their
second place role very well. They remained cool and content to let their opponents burn
themselves out.

Ballycastle’s failure led to frustration and the second half showed them as a completely
disjointed combination. They were ever to rise to the first half heights and no matter what
switches were made the results were the same.

St John’s however made a few subtle and rewarding switches at the interval. Andy McCallin to
the “40”, Seamus Gallagher moved in as poacher and Eamonn Grieve was pulled back to right
half forward.

Great Shot

The move alone won the match for the Johnnies inside one minute of the restart. Grieve, county
football corner back whipped over a point in 20 seconds and virtually from the puck out Andy
McCallin blasted in a great shot from forty yards, one which hapless Mcquillan’s keeper
misjudged.




09.11.1969

Jim Nelson stretched the gap to 6 points in the 38" minute while Ballycastle two attempts
sailed wide. The game was virtually over in the 40" minute when Mickey Gallagher completed
unmarked , recorded goal number two.

Harry McKernan tried desperately to whip some kind of life into the Ballycastle Attack. Des
Elliott returned to the fray, Paddy McShane moved to the “40” and Eddie Donnelly came back
to the defense. It was all useless.

By now St John’s were in complete command and playing with complete confidence. They
were superior in every department and full of running. Nelson and team captain Sean Burns
tapped over points apiece before veteran Seamus Gallagher had their last score 12minutes
from time. Goalie Walsh’s nightmare continued in this instance as he again misjudged the ball.
Eddie Donnelly had the last say with a consolation point from a free in the 55" minute.

St John’s defence was nowever their strongest sector overall. The McGlone brothers, Gerry
Mallon, Eugene Gallagher, Martin McGranaghan (until injured) Jim McNally and Harty Trainer
were very consistent. The centre field partnership of Sean Burns and Gerry McCann had to
bow the knee early in the game to Seamus McShane and Frank Campbell, but took over the
driver’s seat with positive first time hurling in the second session.
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Quick Striking Paid Off

The attack had its moments in the opening seconds, fizzled out for a spell and came roaring back
through a new formation. The early attempts at frilly hurling were sensibly discarded and with
emphasis on quick striker Jimmy Nelson, Andy McCallin and Seamus Gallagher were always
dangerous and made use of quite a few mistakes made by the tiring Ballycastle rearguard.

It was a sad day for McQuillans who played with surprisingly sharpness and seemed to settle in
the conditions better in the first half. But their efforts crumbled the moment referee Eddie
Rogan signalled half time.

Robbie Elliott, Mick Loughrey, Paddy McShane and J.J Brown never stopped trying. Seamus
McShane and Frank Campbell played well until they lost their pace and the attack will be
remembered for that twenty minute spell when the breaks did not come.

Harry McKernan was the best throughout with John Harkin, Billy Boylan and Pat Campbell also
prominent. Eddie Donnelly took some time to settle and came into the game when pulled back
from the square.
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The large attendance in such weather conditions was proof of the interest in hurling but in all
fairness to the fans and players. The time of year had passed to do justice to the game. It was
unfortunate that the final had to be continually put back through no fault of the board.

St John’s Scorers — S Gallagher(1-1),M Gallagher, A McCallin(1-0) each,
J Nelson (0-3), A McGlone, P Gallagher, E Grieve, B Burns (0-1) each.

Ballycastle Points came from — E Donnelly (0-3), J Harkin (0-1)

St John’s —Tony McGlone, Eugene Gallagher, Gerry Mallon, Martin McGranaghan, Jim McNally,
Harry Trainer, Artie McGlone, Sean Burns (capt) and Gerry McCann, Andy McCallin, Seamus
Gallagher, Jimmy Nelson, Pat Gallagher, Eamonn Grieve , Mickey Gallagher

Subs — Ernie McMullan for McGranaghan

Ballycastle — Paul Walsh, Mickey Donnelly, Kevin Donnelly, Robbie Elliott(capt), Mickey Loughrey,
Paddy McShane, James Brown, Frank Campbell and Seamus McShane, Harry McKiernan, Dessie
Elliott,John Harkin,Brendan Elliott, Eddie Donnelly and Pat Campbell.

Subs — Billy Boylan for Des Elliott, D Elliott for B Elliott.

Referee — Eddie Rogan (Rossa)
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McCallin Sparkles as St John’s Easily Master Sarsfields
St Johns 1.13  Sarsfields 1.4

In a repeat of last year’s Antrim Senior football championship semi-final St John’s
defeated rival Falls road Sarsfields, but in a much more convincing fashion, writes Denis O’Hara.

The Johnnies with nippy corner forward Andy McCallin in deadly shooting form
completely demoralised Sarsfields with a power display in the second half against the breeze.

Football was fast and interesting but due to the ground conditions bunching was
inevitable. But this was still no excuse for the free for all display of rancour seven minutes from
the end of the first half.

The incident or the incidents occurred directly in front of the stand and in the same
spot as the punch up in the first county semi-final (Pearses v Rossa) which was the current raiser
to the drawn Bellaghy —Bryanford ... game two weeks ago. The fans of the Down and Derry clubs
must now wonder if this is an everyday occurrence in Antrim Football.

Yesterday however the fisticuffs were not confined to the field during those brief unsavoury
minutes but spread to rival factions in the stand.

Once again no names were entered in the black book. During the hour referee Sean
Higgins offered a few words of advice and on one occasion asked both captains to try and
compose their players. Late in the game he booked one player.

This might seem over exposing best forgotten incidents but the sooner something is
done to prevent all out punch-ups becoming a habit the better.
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Whatever chance Sarfields had of winning this game quickly diminished after the second half
began. Here the strong Dover street club, minus injured Jimmy Ward, were six points down but
now with the wind and rain on their backs it was expected that they could make up the leeway.
They were still in with a chance but needed some drastic improvements around centre field and
the attack.

But before they could gather themselves, for an all out offensive St John’s hit and hit
hard with five points in five minutes.

This body blow clinched the game and although the Corrigan park side to not score
again until 8 minutes from the end with a final point from a free by ever sure Andy McCallin.
Sarsfields had little to offer in the form of combined intelligent football.

They were slower to the ball in general but for some gutsy football at the back by Paul
McCormick, Gerry Rush, Eamon McGarrigle and Eamon Ward. The differences on the score
board may well have been more for St John’s.

The combined power and skills of St John’s were impressive right from the start and after
yesterdays compact display they must be regarded as favourite to regain the title last held in
1965- the year they also last won the senior hurling crown. The football final has been
temporarily been scheduled to take place in Casement Park on Sunday.

The ability of St John’s to move the ball about with accuracy despite the slippery
conditions was one of the high features of their play. And in this respect centre half forward
Gerry McCrory had one of his better days. He engineered most of the Johnnies attacking mowp
most of which resulted in a score either from play or from a free.
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And while St John’s made it look relatively easy to score Sarsfields struggled in vain to click into
gear. Right from the start they were sluggish and seemed to be in a trance after Andy McCallin
opened the scoring with a brilliant fourth minute goal. After 18 minutes St John’s were seven
points ahead and it could have been more. Five good scoring chances were wasted in that time.

A minute later Sarsfields made their most positive move to date when Eamon Ward
sent Jackie Kelly on the right path for goal but Len Vernon came to the rescue. Two minutes later
the row took place and had a remarkable effect on the teams.

Sarsfields shook off the lethargy while St John’s had to back pedal and seven minutes
for the interval Paul McCormick 50 yard lob was slotted into the back of the net by Albert Sloan.

Three points in it

Two minute later Bernard Gallogly pointed from a free when Barney Ward was fouled.
This left 3 points between the sides and fortunes can switch with amazing swiftness.

But it was only temporary and as St John’s swept through in well drilled raids they
gained two fouls, meaning two McCallin points and wound up the half hour with a point by
Hugh Murphy to leave them ahead by 1-07 to 1-01.

This was not an entirely convincing margin considering the weather conditions but
when Gallogly wided a great chance after a slip up by Micky Gallagher, Sarsfields were never
giving another opportunity to tot up vital quick scores after the restart.
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A jinking McCrory solo run and parting shot had the Sarsfields defence in a tangle but goalie
Devaney had to do treble work. His clearance was intercepted by McCallin, Andy passed to
veteran Murphy who started the five-minute blitz. Seconds later Artie McGlone was upended
and McCallin converted.

The kick out went to McCrory whose terrific return shot came of the bar into Murphy’s
arms and the former county star screwed over another point off the crossbar. Gerry McCann
picked up the kick out, passed to McGlone and point number four was chalked up. Twenty
seconds later the message was completed when McCallin intercepted the kick out and made no
mistake with from 30 yards.

Kept battling away

Frank Dolan came into the Sarsfields defence and one must give the team credit for
not throwing in the sponge. Eleven points behind they came storming back, but not in the same
smooth, well organised formations of their opposition.

Gerry Nellis back to help out at centre field and this paid off. He sent in a treacherous
high lob from 45 yards and the shot bounced off Vernons chest. A near goal and Sarsfields had
to be content with a point by Gallogly.

In the 38t minute the Johnnies goal mouth had another let-off when Barney Ward
punched on a Nellis lob, but quick thinking Vernon cut off the shot from entering the net.
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More Sarsfields preeure resulted in another skirmish, but of a smaller nature. Mickey
McKearney wided a good chance before Barney Ward tapped over a point from a free 14
minutes from the end.

Five minutes later Andy McCallin gave another uneering exhibition of place kicking
and in the closing seconds Barney Ward had a consolation point from a free

It was a concerted effort by St John’s whose vast array of county talent clicked when it
was hoped by club officials and supporters.
Winners stars

But from the combined efforts the outstanding names to emerge from this sapping
encounter were those of Eamon Grieve at full back, martin McGranaghan and Sean Burns in
defence; Gerry McCann and Veteran Fermanagh star John Maguire who controlled cente-field
and up front on form Andy McCallin who must be regarded as one of the best sharp shooters in
the country. Yesterday his accuracy was uncanny and one must not forget that the ball was

%reasy and heavy. _ _ .
long with teenager Andy, Gerry McCrory continually probed the Sarsfields defence for the right

kind of openings. Generally Gerry was successful in splitting the opposition defence with
accurate passing.

For Sarsfields, McCormick, Rush and McGarrigle worked hard at the back but one
major drawbacks in this area was their inability to kick the ball any distance accurately.

Time out of number a ‘place kick” went straight into the arms of a St John’s player.
Slower of the mark, Sarsfields were a team out of touch and they never gained any degree of
control at centre-field with the result that the attack was overworked. And when the occasio
arose the forwards failed to click into a combined section.
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St John’s scorers: A McCallin (1-7, six points from frees), H Murphy (0-3), G McCrory
(0-2), A McGlone (0-1)

Sarsfields replied per- A Sloan (1-0), B Gallogly (0-2, one from free), B Ward (0-2 both from frees).

St. John’s --- Len Vernon; Tony McGlone; Eamonn Grieve; Martin McGranaghan; Clem
Stewart; Mickey Gallagher; Sean Burns; Gerry McCann and John Maguire; Brendan
Rainey; Gerry McCrory; Hugh Murphy; Andy McCallin; Artie McGlone; John Rainey.

Sub — Din Joe McGrogan for Hugh Murphy
Sarsfields --- Hugh Devenney; Paul McCormick; Jackie Lavery; Gerry Rush; Eamon McGarrigle; Brian

Whinnery; Eamon Ward; Mickey and Sean Og McKearney; Albert Sloan; Pat Toland; Gerry Nellis; Jackie Kelly;
Barney Ward and Bernard Gallogly.

Sub — Frank Dolan for Lavery

Referee- Sean Higgins (Glenravel)
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J.H.C. FINALS TOPS Antrim Bill

Topping the Antrim club hurling final at Waterfoot. Teams to brave the wintery winds and try to
produce skills to suit the North Antrim tastes are Glen Rovers, Armoy and holders, St John’s
from Belfast. A new

face on the scene is always very interesting and welcome and none more so than dynamic
Armoy back in circulation after a seven year lapse.

And right away they made their mark in county league games. A young and exciting team,
handled by former star Willie Devlin, they have blazed a confident trail through junior and
sometimes senior opposition.

They took care of Loughuile in north Antrim final and with players such as junior county stars
John Dornan, brother Edgar, John Devlin, experienced Raymond Dallas and the McErlean
brothers Pat and James, they look a good bet to lift the county crown.

It must be said at this stage however, that the Corrigan Park side field their third string as
members of last year’s winning team are ineligible.

They defeated Ardoyne in the South Antrim Final and have a mixture of more youth than
experience. In the latter sphere Dick Looby, Clem Stewart, John Egan and Dessie Armstrong
provide the more settling effect for stars of tomorrow — John Jamison, Mick Gannon, Joe Feeny,
Frank McCoy and Joe McGlone younger brother of Tony and Art and a member of this year’s
Antrim U16 team hurling team which was defeated in the final by Offaly.
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Armoy lift Antrim Junior title in
convincing fashion
Glen Rovers (Armoy) 6-7 St John’s 1-0

A team that can beat St John’s in any competition at any time has to be a top rate side, but one
that allows them to score only a goal throughout the hour must undoubtedly be the best in the county.

And this is exactly what Glen Rovers, Armoy, are as yesterday at Waterfoot they became Antrim
junior hurling champions.

Playing excellent first time hurling in conditions that were far from ideal they completely
outplayed the opposition, particularly in the second half. With a strong wind behind them during the first
half hour they made poor enough showing at taking scores and time out of number they squandered the
easiest of chances.

LOOKED FAR FROM CONVINCING

In fact they could only manage a total of 2-3 in this period and indeed this looked from being a
convincing scoreline.

While they had all the play one felt that up front they weren’t going to be strong enough and that
St John’s certainly must make their presence felt in the second half.

Most of the spectators had reason to believe this, as on the only occasion in the first half that St
John’s got a chance of scoring they made absolutely no mistake and only trailed at the interval by 1-3.

They had their misfortunes too, as midway through the first half they lost the services of Owen
McMahon, who received marching orders for the only incident in the game.




ARMOY’S FIRST POINT

Armoy took their opening point of the half after two minutes and this was the sign
that they intended to fight. And fight they did to the bitter end, brushing aside the St John’s
challenge which was always there.

Another John Dornan point and a Theo Laverty goal after only ten minutes of play and the
Johnnies seemed shaken. Another point by Edgar Dornan and a Donal McErlean goal had a
clinching effect on the game but still St John’s battled on.

For St John’s now the game had no longer any meaning of victory attached to it but
whether they could manage another score.

They kept hammering away, had their chances but scores failed to come. At the other
end the Rovers were having a field day. A further goal from Theo Laverty was followed by an
Edgar Dornan point and minutes from the end this brilliant young player climaxed a tremendous
game with the final goal of the game.

SUPERIOR SIDE

Glen Rovers were a fitter, and vastly superior side and certainly stressed this superiority during
the second half. The St John’s side were not a bad side but strangely enough they appeared to
play better against the wind than they did when they had it in their favour.




James Dillon in the Armoy goal was seldom troubled but on the occasions he was tested he
came out with flying colours.

Throughout the first half the defence was seldom ever called on to show their paces
but on the couple of occasions that the St John’s forwards did attack many of the defenders
were caught on the hop.

CLEARED AT EASE

These jitters disappeared in the second half and all six came well out on top. Full back
John Devlin cleared his lines with uncanny ease while Seamus McErlean practically blotted out
the St John’s half forward line single handed. Others to shine here were John O’Kane and John
McCormick.

Midfielders Vernon Laverty and Neillis McAuley, after a shaky start really came into the game in
the second half and McAuley in particular was seen to advantage all over the place.

Centre half forward Edgar Dornan had a brilliant game and gave the St John’s defence
a real headache. Brother John proved a real sharp shooter and some of the scores were
executed with the skill of a veteran.

HAD HIS MOMENTS

Donal McErlean too, had his moments while young Theo Laverty was always to the
fore and can certainly take a great deal of credit for this fine victory.

Full back John Egan, centre half Joe McCallin and right half John Jameson didn’t lie
down under the Rovers pressure. They kept hammering away and had it not been for them the
scoreline might well have been double.

Clem Stewart did his best in the middle of the field but found the going on the tough side.




The forwards certainly threatened danger but when it came to the test they were pretty
ineffective. Only John McCallin, Joe Feeney and John Rainey were anything better than average.

The Armoy scores came from: T Laverty (2-1), J Dornan (1-4), E Dornan (1-2), P Devlin, D
McErlean (1-0 each)

St John’s goal came from T Graham

Glen Rovers: James Dillon, John O’Kane, John Devlin, Frank O’Kane, John McCormick, Seamus
McErlean, George O’Kane, Vernon Laverty and Neillus McAuley, Robert Dallas, Edgar Dornan,
Donal McErlean, Peter Devlin, John Dornan, Theo Laverty.

Subs: Gerard Burns for R Dallas, Liam McAuley for P Deuvlin.

St John's: Peter Rafferty, Owen McMahon, John Egan, Dick Drysdale, John Jameson, Joe
McCallin, Mickey Gannon, Clem Stewart and Charlie Fay, John McCallin, Dick Looby, Joe

Feeney, John Rainey, Francis McCoy, T Graham.

Referee: N Wheeler




“HE DOESN’'T DRINK BUT HE CAN
CERTAINLY TELL HIS BEERS”
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Mc GROGAN’S GOALS WINS St JOHN’S

ANTRIM SFC CROWN
St John’s 2-3 Pearses 0-8

Daniel McGrogan is a habitual goal snatcher. This year his record in both club and county games
is an exceptional one. His opportunity played a major role in the Antrim All Ireland U-21 success
and yesterday at casement Park red haired Din Joe, as he is better known, dealt out two body
blows to take the county senior crown from the champions Pearse’s.

Din Joe, a 21 year old machinist in a car accessory factory, rattled home a beauty past keeper
George Eagleson two minutes before the interval and the second 11 minutes from time.

The “Johnnies” fancied to win their 12t title, made extremely heavy weather of taking
revenge for last year’s final defeat. They came through by the skin of their teeth against the
forceful holders who lacked nothing in determination and with a bit of luck could easily have
saved their crown for another day.

While St John’s improved their pace in the second half, especially after former Antrim
and Fermanagh Star Hugh Murphy was introduced to the attack, they either over-employed
close passing tactics or shot the ball harmlessly wide. In the last 30 minutes St John’s wided 5
times while Pearse’s scored 5 points and shot wide once in the same period.




Nearly Earned Replay

From the quick break Pearses were extremely dangerous and even in the dying
seconds their determination almost earned them a replay only for some brilliant catching by St
John defenders Tony McGlone, Mickey Gallagher, Captain Sean Burns and Martin McGranaghan.

Before entering into any further details on the game it is worth recording that the
standard of play was highly commendable considering the heavy ground conditions which
forced every player to call on reserves of strengths/ The marking was generally close and the
high, standard of sportsmanship was one mildly dented in the dying minutes when a St John’s
forward had his name taken by referee Sean Higgins.

On reflection St John’s might well have landed the title in a more comfortable manner
had it been not been for the brilliant display of Pearses keeper George Eagleson.

George who lost is place on the county team for the last inter-county game, gave the selectors a
positive hint yesterday.

Twice in the first half (in the 8" and 9t minutes) he prevented the Johnnies from
scoring what certain goals. The first miracle save was from point blank shot by St John’s poacher
Artie McGlone. Eagleson conceded a 50 yard free which was taken by Clem Stewart. His shot
floated to McGlone who passed it to Andy McCallin. From the edge of the square Andy fisted
the ball but eagle eye Eagleson plucked the ball out of the air.




Dramatic saves

In the second half he brought off a few more dramatic saves including one with his head from
McGlone. Georges heroism always kept Pearses fighting for survival and his persistance had a
discouraging effect on the St John’s attack. Their ace marksman McCallin while held on a tight
rein by Jimmy O’Reilly, had the ball in the back of the net twice in the first half plus over the bar
once only for the scores to be ruled out.

The first goal was scored from inside the square after 16 minutes when the teams were level (O-
1) each. Five minutes from the interval came the second one when McCallin was set in position
by Brendan Rainey pass but was fouled before shooting. The advantage rule might have been
used.

Andy scored a point from the free and seconds later he had the ball over the bar but seemingly
over carried. At this stage St John’s were trailing by a point and then Din Joe relieved the tension
with his morale boosting first goal.

Quick Point
Pearses however, with a slight breeze in their favour, showed just how champions should fight to
hold their crown. Within 30 seconds of the restart Martin Green had the ball over the bar from a

free.




Two minutes later a well directed sideline kick by Brendan McGeary was punched
over the bar by the fists of the two forwards Albert Fry and Sean Kearney. This
double act, with Kearny given credit put the sides on level terms.

Pearses, with Martin Kelly and McGeary taking over mid-field control, kept the
pressure up but failed to score.

From a quick break Artie McGlone looked through but was held by Aidan O’Prey
and Andy McCallin tapped over the free to give St John’s the lead for the fourth
time.

In the 39t Minute St John’s keeper Len Vernon did well to prevent a goal by
punching over the bar a great mid-field lob from McGeary.

Vernon Saves Situation

This more direct style for Pearse always gave the Johnnies defence plenty to think about plus the
fact that Albert Fry switched the full forward spot. Vernon came to the rescue again when his
defence was caught out of position. Albert Fry flicked the ball over Vernon’s head for what
looked a certain score but he recovered to clutch the leather and clear.

Level for the third time through that McGeary point the tension mounted and Pearses full of
fire were in a great chance of retaining their title. Hugh Murphy’s presence however gave that
much needed power to the Johnnies attack but the combination of George Eagleson and
wasteful shooting kept the issue wide open.




Andy McCallin miscued a close-in free before dangerous Din Joe decided to make his presence
felt again. Eagleson had courageously blocked a terrific shot from McGlone. The ball bounced off
the goalies head and over the line for a 50 yard free. Eagleson was dazed but given no time to
consider his own welfare as the free kick from Gerry McCann set the Johnnies attack into the
decisive move of the match.

McCann’s shot kick reached Brendan Rainey who lofted the ball into Pearses square and off the
fingertips of full back and captain Aidan O’Prey onto the waiting fist of McGrogan.
Din Joe punched the ball well clear of Eagleson into the roof of the net.

Went down fighting

With almost 14 minutes Pearses were not disconsolate. They went down fighting like
champions. Martin Greene, who had had an unusually quiet game curled in a high lob but the
ball bounced of the upright.

Play switched to the other end with Hugh Murphy cantering through the Pearses defence but
slamming the ball badly wide. George Eagleson cut out a free by Andy McCallin and with seven
minutes remaining Albert Fry neatly caught a lengthy Kelly clearance rounded full back grieve
and whittles St John’s lead down to two points.

Hugh Murphy and Din Joe wided before Martin Greene lobed of on a goal seeking solo run. He
was hassled down and neatly converted the free for the last point of the game.




Considering the conditions, the football was good but the game lacked bite. Even the supporters
of both teams were strangely subdued.

For St John’s the honours went to the defenders McGlone, Vernon, McGranaghan,
Gallagher and Sean Burns who skippered both Corrigan Park senior sides this season. It was
certainly a medal showered season for 29year old Burns. The dual code success by St John’s was
a repeat of their 1965 season when the feat was achieved for the first time in Antrim.

Both Mickey Gallagher and Eamon Grieve played steady, if not over impressive games. Both
fielded after suffering a severe bout of the flu.

At centrefield St John’s gained a fair percentage of the play in the first half with Gerry
McCann splitting the Pearses defence with some good running. Veteran John Maguire played a
strong game but both players lost their ascendancy in the early minutes of the second half.

Up front Brendan Rainey worked ceaselessly while Gerry McCrory was quieter than usual, Hugh
Murphy made the difference to the forward line to the second half while Din Joe opportunism
and eagerness was been dealt with.

The impressive player in the attack was full forward Artie McGlone who gave full back
O’Prey many trying moments. Artie varied his style from close marking to roving commissions
and he set up many moves could have borne fruit. Andy McCallin was not his usual self but still
showed how dangerous he can be given half a chance.

Eagleson Stars

George Eagleson was the vanquished hero. Not for some time has Pearses goalie been so
impressive. He was, However, given plenty of chances to show his powers as the defence were a
little inclined to palm the ball down to the opponent.




Jimmy O’Reilly preformed am effective shadow job on Andy McCallin while Joe Mulvenna
quietly negatived Gerry McCrory. Phelim Green switched wings to keep watch on Hugh Murphy
in the second half. Phelims move brought about a subsequent switch which decidedly

weakened his teams attack. Charley Sweeney who scored Pearses opening point was pulled back
to left back.

Martin Kelly and Brendan McGleary were a powerful running combination at centre-
field. It was their hard first time shots which always kept the team in with a chance. Up front
Martin Green was unable to click into top gear and the brunt of the work was taken on by

Seamus Lavery, Sean Kearney and Albert Fry. Missing from the team were regulars Joe Loughran
and George O’Hara.

St John's scorers — D McGrogan — (2-0), A McCallin (0-3) from frees

Pearses marksmen — M Green (0-3 two from frees) C Sweeney, A Fry, S Lavery, S Kearney, B
McGeary (0-1) each

St John’s — Len Vernon ; Tony McGlone, Eamonn Grieve, Martin
McGranaghan, Clem Stewart, Mick Gallagher, Sean Burns (captain) Gerry
McCann and John Maguire; Brendan Rainey, Gerry McCrory, John
Rainey; Andy McCallin, Artie McGlone, Din Joe McGrogan

Sub — Hugh Murphyv for John Rainey




Pearses — George Eagleson; Jimmy McVeigh, Aidan O’Prey(captain) Jimmy O’Reilly, Billy McCrory,
Joe Mulvenna, Phelim Green; Martin Kelly, and Brendan McGeary; Des Bannon, Martin Green,

Albert Fry, Charlie Sweeney, Seamus Lavery, Sean Kearney.
Sub- Pat O’Hara for Bannon

Ref — Sean Higgins (Glenravel)
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St John’s win - but only just

So | was right after all =St. John’s to recapture the Antrim senior football crown. But | tell you something. At
half-time in this match at Casement Park | thought | was going to have to eat my words. Although the
Johnnies were leading Pearses by 1-2 to three points at the break | was convinced the North Queen Street
side had it sewn up.

Big, strong and showing great form with every attack it looked only a matter of time before they notched up
the points for victory and retention of the title. The fact that they had 8 scores against the 5 of St John's tells
its own story.

Pearses are a good side -even under strength- and fulfilled all the hopes of their followers. What a player
that is that ex-Armagh man Brendan McGeary. As a kicker of a dead ball there isn’t his equal in the county — |
think even Jimmy Ward will agree on that score. And as for left-back Jimmy Reilly..I haven’t enough space to
do him justice.

Unusual

It’s probably unusual to look to the losers for the players that impressed. But amazingly that’s how | saw it.
My most lasting impressions were of George Eagle-son stopping two, at least great drives at his goal while
up front Martin Greene and Allbe Fry showed what determination can achieve.

But all due credit to St John’s. They stepped up their game considerably in the last twenty five minutes and
even though they only managed two scores to the five by Pearses, did enough to win — thanks again to the
strong full back line, the efficiency of Gerry McRory and the poaching game of under-21 footballer Din Joe
McGrogan in the left corner.
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It was young McGrogan who took McRorys slotted pass for the first goal two minutes from the
interval and slammed home the second 16 minutes into the second half. Pearses can take full
consolation in that they came within a point of a replay on a side missing an O’hara. True, big
Pat came on eight minutes from time but at this stage it was just too late. Justifiably they claim
they had brother George been able to play it might well have ended in another win! But at this
stage it’s all just hypothetical.

The Johnnies well fancied to collect the hurling and football double and their 12 football crown,
came through — but not in the style that was expected of them. They didn’t have the direct
approach, very evident when related to Pearses game and in fact if the game ended in a draw I'd
have been prepared to re-arrange my thinking for a replay.

Admittedly they well have won by a much more handsome margin —9-8 is by no means a
convincing scoreline- but two goals and another point that didn’t go up on the score board can’t
be considered.

One Point | must make though. It was a truly sportsmanlike final. There wasn’t an ugly incident
all through the game, played on a pitch that must have been frustrating all round. Referee Sean
Higgins did take one name but apart from that minor show of temperament , the games was
played in what | hope will be a trend for finals to come.

Congratulations on the standard of football. It was refreshing considering the conditions. To
both sides- thanks for a better match than | anticipated.
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Sean Burns in Rare Double

Sean Burns has had a rare double on Antrim during the past 12 months which few, if any players
in Ulster, can lay claim to, writes Denis O’Hara.

According to the records he is the first man ever in Antrim to captain both senior football and
hurling champions in the same season/ It is a feat which may never be equalled in the county
and for that reason alone Sean is worthy of a special Niche in the Association’s Hall of Fame in
Antrim.

Since | first met the classy hurler in the mid-50’s he has been an example to younger players
upon which to model themselves and during all those years he has never lost the “touch”.
Sean, who celebrated his 30t Birthday yesterday, could not be regarded as a showy player but
he is a household name in Ulster Hurling Circles as he has been a regular on the railway cup
team for the past seven years.

Despite his prowess Sean an Ulster Brewery employee, has never been accorded “full” honours
by the county selectors in the role of captaincy but with the county crown now at Corrigan Park
this distinction seems imminent.

He is pictured here with St John’s chairman Andy McCallin (Left) who like all members of the
Johnnies CLUB, is very proud of their quiet spoken captain.




“Sean prefers to steer clear of publicity,” remarked Andy. “He has always been a shy reserved
and well spoken member since he joined St John’s as a school boy of 12.

“He has been an exemplary member since and the rest of the members look up to him.”
Considering the fact that he is on the field at least once a week Sean has never been sent off or
reprimanded by a referee/ Je has proved that true sportsmanship allied to the craft pays
dividends on the field. His easy going style in both games has seen him withstand many heavy
tackles.

Prior to this double success captained a St John’s U-16 team many years ago. When a minor he
emigrated to Australia, settle in Sydney for a spell then moved up the Snowy Mountains to
mining country.

While “Down Under”, Sean became automatic choice for New South Wales hurling and football
teams and then at Christmas 1962, unfortunately for St John’s and Antrim, returned to his native
Belfast.

Since his return he has made a name for himself on hurling teams and has figured also on the
county junior football side and later the senior one.

For the likeable Sean his greatest moment will be at his club’s annual dinner which takes place in
the Woodbourne Hotel on Wednesday evening. No doubt Sean’s speeches will be in keeping
with his play, short, snappy and precise.







Antrim U-21 F.C Final
Rainey goal paves way for Johnnies

ST. JOHN’S..... 1-9 ROSSA .... 0-7

Bright sunshine and overall conditions totally out-of-season failed to shake cobwebs from
yesterday’s delayed Antrim County Final in the U-21 football grade, writes Denis O’Hara.

| would err badly by stating that this 1969 decider at Casement Park was a flop, but
could be forgiven by naming it an anti-climax much was the lack of bite so often associated with
encounters between these two rival Belfast clubs. To quote the off-worn phrase — there were
many passages of excellent football - would probably sum up the tussle that failed to provide
expected sparks.

Both teams featured talented individuals and both outfits had their moments of
fluency yet overall the game lacked conviction. The Johnnies, faced with the threat of defeat in
the early stages, gradually took control through bustling enthusiasm of centre half forward
Brendan Rainey and when they eased ahead they did just enough to hold their noses in front.




It was Rainey, generated into lethal action in the 25t Minute by Andy McCallin who sealed the
issue with a spectacular goal. At this stage Rossa, forcing the somewhat pedestrian pace, were
one point ahead and looking good enough to do better through the wiles of Aidan Hamill and
the fetch and carry industry of fellow Queen’s students Martin McAleese and Charlie Monaghan.
But gradually the pendulum laxly swung the other way when the younger McCallin —
wing half John — opened a gap for Rainey to tap over a point. Second’s later St. John’s best
attacking move to date, ended with the bail being firmly palmed to the back of the net by burly
centre-forward Gerry Mallon. The score was disallowed, however, with trainee-teacher Mallon
ruled inside the square.
The move, which began near-reward and was engineered by Andy McCallin, Din Joe McGrogan
and Dom Lynch, hinted that Rossa were slightly losing their grip on the game.
Brendan Rainey proved the point with that blistering shot to the net and followed with an
expertly-taken point. Charlie Monaghan pulled one more back and Andy McCallin- more in the
role of a planner than customary executioner- stretched the lead with a point from a free to give
St.John’s a 1-1 to 0-3 interval lead.
Rossa’s reshuffled pack had barely time to settle when McCallin and Gerry McCann slammed
over points from frees. And then their great expectations turned sour when they were reduced
to 14 players with the ejection of sure-catching corner back Malachy McMahon.




Hamil brought his side to life with a neat run to leave McAleese in position to grab a brilliant
point, but St John’s retaliated with similar scores from Lynch and Mallon. The tackling now
carried a bit more fire but still the game lacked conviction. St John’s were in a contented
position yet were never given too much attacking scope by the opposition.

Towards the end Brendan Rainey pointed and then came two dramatic saves by Rossa’s teenage
goalie, McAvoy. The minor star heroically halted a point blank rocket shot from McCann.
The final score of the game was a consolation point for Rossa by Pat Kane.

The Johnnies defence had prominent players in goalie Vernon, full back McGranaghan, wing-half
John McCallin, centre field Gerry McCann and forwards Brendan Rainey and Andy McCallin.

Best for Rossa were goalie McAvoy, right-back Malachy McMahon, centre back Jim Mullan, Half-
backs Eddie Maguire and 17 years old Pat Armstrong, son of former Antrim and Ulster dual star
Kevin Armstrong.

Martin McAleese, at mid-field and Charlie Monaghan — when pulled back from the half forward
line- showed a little more flair that their opponents Gerry McCann and John Rainey, while Aidan
Hamill was very much a lone figure up front.




St. John’s — B. Rainey 1-3, A McCallin 0-2, G McCann, D Lynch, G Mallon, D.J.
McGrogan 0-1 each.

Rossa- A Hamill 0-3, C Monaghan 0-2, M McAleese, P Kane 0-1 each

St John’s — Len Vernon; Owen McMahon, Martin McGranaghan, Pat Campbell; John
McCallin, Tony McGlone, Jim Cunningham, John Rainey, Gerry McCann; Andy
McCallin, Brendan Rainey, Din Joe McGrogan, Billy Johnston, Gerry Mallon, Dom
Lynch.

Subs — Harry McNally for Johnston. Gerry Armstrong for Lynch.

Rossa — Joe McAvoy; Malachy McMahon, Jim Mullan, Kevin Steele; Pat Armstrong, Eddie
Maguire, Paul Curran, Martin McAleese, Alex Quinn, Charlie Monaghan, Aidan Hamill, Pat Kane;
Peter Farrell, Brian Gormley, Tom McDermott.

Subs- J Greco for Quinn; Quinn for Farrell.

Referee- Phelim Greene (Pearses)
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Mr. Juck Rooney, Antrim's recently-elected County Chairman, is sedn here pe "m
lis first official duty since elected to office, He hamds over the County U-21 .
trophy to St. John's captain, Tony MoGlene, g
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Pictured above are the seven recipients of the annual Antrim Gaelic All-Star awards
ponsored by St John's G.A.C,, Beifast. Antrim county treasurer, Mr. Jack Rooney
right) made the presentations at the recent Ceili Gleasta held
totel, Dunmurry. Behind him is Mr. Andy McCallin, St

in Woodbourne

. John's G.A.C. chairman.

tront row—John Robbh (Dunloy), hurler of the year, and Seamus Rillough (Ahoghill),

inothaller. Centre—Harry Rocks (Corrigan ALC.), athlete, Marion McFetridge (St

Malachy's). camogie, and Dave McLarnon (Cromac), cyclist). Back row — John

M Caiughan, representing “team of the year”-—Latharna Og, and Mr. Patrick Burns,
winner of the Hall of Fame award.




THANKS

Linenhall Library
Central Library
Irish News
Andersonstown News

Maeve Cunning
Paul McGivern

Everyone who helped tonight including the
members of the Under 14 Feile Team



